Worcester F 80 Distinctiones
36 Counsel (Consilio)
In counsel it is necessary that four things be considered: the expedient, the easy, the certain, and the secure. And the contraries to these, ought to be avoided, namely, the harmful, the difficult, the uncertain, and the dangerous. Wherefore, that one who gives counsel, all things being equal, ought to prefer the expedient to the harmful,[endnoteRef:1] the easy to the difficult, the certain to the uncertain, the secure to the dangerous, Prov. 12[:18]: “There is health” where there are many counsels.  [1:  Guillaume de Lancea, in Bonaventure, Diaetae salutis 6.2 (8:308b): Nunc de consilio specialiter nota tria, scilicet quæ sunt in consilio necessaria, quos sunt in consilio laudabilia, et quae sit consiliorum differentia. Primo ergo dicendum est quse sunt in consilio necessaria. Et nota, quod in consilio quatuor sunt necessario observanda, scilicct expcdiens, facile, certum et securum. ... Propter omnia illa, dicitur in Proverbiis: Erit salus, ubi multa consilia.
] 

¶ Concerning counsel some things are laudable.[endnoteRef:2] First, to seek  [2:   Guillaume de Lancea, in Bonaventure, Diaetae salutis 6.2 (8:308b-309a): Primo igitur est valde laudabile, scilicet consilium in omnibus libenter requirerc. Ideo dicitur in Tobia: Consilium semper a sapiente require. Secundo in consilio est laudabile consiliarium bonum eligere. ... unde dicitur in Ecclesiasticox: Cor boni consilii statue tecum. ... Quarto eligendus est senex et expertus, ut dicitur in Ecclesiastico8: Quam speciosa veteranis sapientia; ... ideo Roboam pro magna parte amisit regnum suum, quia, relicto consilio seniorum, adhassit consilio juvenum, ut dicitur in tertio Regum.
] 

/fol. 223ra/
counsel, Tob. 4[:19]: “Seek counsel always of a wise man,” Second seek choose the good of counselors, Eccli. 37[:17]: “Establish” counsel with the good. Therefore, he is to be chosen, Tob. 4[:19]: “Seek counsel always of a wise man.” Third, an old and experienced man is to be chosen, Eccli. 25[:7]: “O how comely is wisdom for the aged.” Therefore, king Roboam almost lost the kingdom because he adhered to the young, 3 Kings 12[:8-16].
