60 Mercy (Clemencia)

Prov. 11[:19]: “Clemency prepares life.” Wherefore, Seneca, to Nero, in the book, De clemencia,
 no one without mercy can be free from care. Therefore, Valerius Maximus says
 that Dionysius, because of his severity, permitted no one to shave his beard, except his daughters. He permitted no one to sleep next to him but except he made a ditch round about his bed, beyond which he made a bridge with a twisted rope which he hauled in to himself at the hour of his sleeping.

Against which king Artaxerxes wrote, Esth. 13[:2], he wished “to govern with clemency and lenity” without “any terror.” Nor is it a marvel because just as it is said in Prov. 20[:28], “his throne is strengthened by clemency.”

¶ This is evident in David and the opposite in Roboam the son of Salomon, 3 Kings 12[:8], who, after the counsel of the elders had been scorned because of their rigor, lost the greater part of the kingdom.
¶ Again, according to Benadad, king of Syria, their king put to flight and confused, they said, 3 Kings 20[:31]: “We have heard that the kings of the house of Israel are merciful: so, let us put on sackcloth,” etc.
¶ The example in nature,
 animals that are gentle come together into a large group, such as sheep
 and doves. But rapacious animals live scattered, as wolves and lions;
 indeed, such animals flee from each other. Therefore, Solinus says concerning Caesar,
 who subjugated people by arms, that he would rather conquer by mercy.
Therefore, Valerius Maximus narrates
 that when the Carthagenian envoys came into the city of Rome to redeem their captives, immediately, with no money accepted, they gave them their captives to the number 2,743. Whereupon, the thunderstruck envoys said, “O, the munificence of the Roman nation matched to the benignity of the gods.”
� Seneca, De clementia 1.12.4 (LCL 214:392-393): nec illas ipsas manus, quibus se commisit, securus adspicit.





and yet the very hands to which he has entrusted himself he cannot view without concern.





� Valerius Maximus, Facta et dicta memorabilia 9.13.ext.4 (LCL 493:384): tonsorum quoque metu tondere filias suas docuit. quarum ipsarum, postquam adultae aetati appropinquabant, manibus ferrum non ausus committere, instituit ut candentibus iuglandium nucum putaminibus barbam sibi et capillum adurerent. nec securiorem maritum egit quam patrem. duarum enim eodem tempore, Aristomaches Syracusanae et Locrensis Doridis, matrimoniis illigatus, neutrius umquam nisi excussae complexum petiit atque etiam cubicularem lectum perinde quasi castra lata fossa cinxit, in quem se ligneo ponte recipiebat, cum forem cubiculi, extrinsecus a custodibus opertam, interiorem claustro ipse diligenter obserasset.





Also in fear of barbers he taught his daughters to shave. Even to their hands, when they approached adult age, he did not dare to trust steel, but instead had them singe his beard and hair with hot walnut shells. And he showed no greater appearance of security as a husband than as a father. He had two women in wedlock at the same time, Aristomache of Syracuse and Doris of Locri. He never sought the embrace of either without having her searched and even surrounded the bedroom bed with a broad ditch like a camp. He would enter it by a wooden bridge when the door had been shut on the outside by the guards, while he himself had carefully bolted it on the inside.





� Cf. Sancta Birgitta, Reuelacionum liber quartus 6.7: Propterea cumprimis profecit michi oracio eius, quia per oracionem ipsius de multis lupis ereptus sum et factus mansuetus agnus. � HYPERLINK "https://riksarkivet.se/Media/pdf-filer/SanctaBirgitta_Reuelacionum_LiberQuartus.pdf" �https://riksarkivet.se/Media/pdf-filer/SanctaBirgitta_Reuelacionum_LiberQuartus.pdf�





� Pliny, Natural History 8.72.188 (LCL 353:132-133): tonitrua solitariis ovibus abortus inferunt; remedium est congregare eas, ut coetu iuventur.





Claps of thunder cause sheep to miscarry when solitary; the remedy is to herd them in flocks, so as to be cheered by company.





� Bartholomaeus Anglicus, De proprietatibus rerum 18.63: In peril the lion is most gentle and noble, for when he is pursued with � HYPERLINK "http://bestiary.ca/beasts/beast181.htm" �hounds� and with hunters, the lion lurketh not nor hideth himself, but sitteth in fields where he may be seen, and arrayeth himself to defence. And runneth out of wood and covert with swift running and course, as though he would account vile shame to lurk and to hide himself. And he hideth himself not for dread that he hath, but he dreadeth himself sometime, only for he would not be dreaded. � HYPERLINK "http://bestiary.ca/beasts/beast78.htm" �http://bestiary.ca/beasts/beast78.htm�





� Solinus, Collectanea 1.107 (Mommsen p. 27): Ad haec nullus celerius scripsit, nemo uelocius legit: quaternas etiam epistolas perhibetur simul dictasse; benignitate adeo praeditus, ut quos armis subegerat clementia magis uicerit.





� Valerius Maximus, Facta et dicta memorabilia 5.1.1a (LCL 492:438): Cum Carthaginiensium legati ad captivos redimendos in urbem venissent, protinus iis, nulla pecunia accepta, reddidit iuvenes numerum duum milium et septingentorum quadraginta trium explentes, si vis verum. ... ipsos legatos obstipuisse arbitror ac secum dixisse ‘o munificentiam gentis Romanae deorum benignitati aequandam!’





When Carthaginian envoys came to Rome to ransom prisoners,� HYPERLINK "https://www-loebclassics-com.proxy.lib.fsu.edu/view/valerius_maximus-memorable_doings_sayings/2000/pb_LCL492.439.xml?result=1&rskey=l9SviE" \l "note_LCL492_439_1" �1� they immediately gave them back the men without any money received to the number of 2,743, if you want the truth. ... I think the envoys themselves were thunderstruck and said to one another: “Oh munificence of the Roman nation to be matched with the benignity of the gods!








