77 Consummation (Consummacio)

The Lord considers the end of the consummation
 more than the beginning. Wherefore, Chrysostom, Super Mattheum,
 to begin a good work is not glorious, but to finish it is. For sometimes the will begins a good work but does not finish it except by the grace of God, Psal. [118:96]: “I have seen an end to all perfection.” Wherefore, Jerome,
 beginnings are not to be sought for by Christians, but endings. For Paul had a bad beginning but a good end; but Judas the opposite, [2] Tim. 4[:7]: “I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course,” etc. Therefore, to the praise of Solomon it is read [3] Kings 6[:9], that “he built the house, and finished it.”
¶ Paul says in Act. 20[:17]: “I fear none of these things ... so that I may consummate my course.” Eccli. 43[:29]: “The sum of our words is, He is all.” But according to Augustine,
 therefore the end is double. One way in which it is said the consummation of a thing as when food is eaten. And the end in which it is said the consummation as when a tunic is woven, or a house is built.
Banquet (Conuiuium). See above in the chapter [67] To Eat (Comedere).

� Cf. Hugh of Pisa, Derivationes S 217 [4] (2:1131): et componitur consummo -as, finire, perficere, ad effectum ducere: ille consummat qui in bono expendit, ille consumit qui in malo devastat et dissipat....





� (Pseudo-)Chrysostom, Opus imperfectum in Mattaeum, Homilia 24 ex cap. 10:22 (PG 56:760): Cor bonae fidei, est exitus bonus, quia non con incipere aliquod bonum gloriosum est, sed finire. ... Nam frequenter concupiscentia carnalis incipit bonum, sed non finit, nisi gratia Dei.





� Jerome, Epistola 54.6 (PL 22.552-53): NON QUAERUNTUR in Christianis initia, sed finis. Paulus male coepit, sed bene finivit. Judae laudantur exordia; sed finis proditione damnatur.





� Augustine, Epistola Joannis Tract 10.5 (PL 35:2057): Etenim, fratres, finem ponit laudabiliter. Nolite putare consumptionem, sed consummationem. Aliter enim dicitur, Finivi panem; aliter Finivi tunicam. Finivi panem manducando; finivi tunicam in texendo. Et ibi finis sonat, et illic finis sonat: sed tamen panis finitur ut consumatur, tunica finitur ut consummetur; panis finitur ut non sit, tunica finitur ut perfecta sit.








