74 Counsel (Consilium)

In counsel four things ought to be considered: the expedient, the easy, the certain, and the secure. And the contraries to these, ought to be avoided, namely, the harmful, the difficult, the uncertain, and the dangerous. Wherefore, that one who gives counsel, all things being equal, ought to prefer the expedient to the harmful,
 the easy to the difficult, the certain to the uncertain, the secure to the dangerous, Prov. 12[:18]: “There is health” where there are many counsels.
Concerning counsel some things are laudable.
 First, to seek counsel, Tob. 4[:19]: “Seek counsel always of a wise man,” therefore a wise man will be chosen. Second, to choose a good counsel, Eccli. 37:17: “Establish within yourself a heart of good counsel.” Third, an old and experienced man is to be chosen, Eccli. 25[:7]: “O how comely is wisdom for the aged.” Therefore, king Roboam almost lost the kingdom because he adhered to the counsels of the young, 3 Kings 12[:8-16].

But in all these God is the highest counselor, Isidore, Etymologiae,
 an angel is of great counsel. No wonder because there “shall rest upon him ... the spirit of counsel,” Isai. 11[:2]. For this reason, sometimes just as inferior artists making superior things, the master builder is imitated, so also God, when he scatters the counsels of inferiors, Psal. [32:10]: “The Lord brings to naught the counsels of nations.” And this especially against presumptuous persons concerning their talents, Isai. 8[:10]: “Take counsel together, and it shall be defeated.” Wherefore, 2 Kings 17[:14]: “By the will of the Lord the counsel of Achitophel was defeated.” Eccli. 4[:23]: “Observe” your soul, “and fly from evil.”
Wherefore, Gregory,
 no one can be more faithful to you than he who loves not your material possessions, but you. Jacob assenting to the counsels of his mother, was made superior to his older brother and received the blessing from his father, Gen. 27[:5-27]. The mother knowing this to proceed from the Holy Spirit said to Jacob fearing some malediction for himself, “Upon me,” she said, “be this curse, my son, [Gen. 27:13].” As if she said, if it be a curse, it would be human and not divine. Rather such is the divine blessing, Psal. [1:1]: “Blessed is the man who has not walked in the counsel of the ungodly.”

Wherefore, such concerning the divine counsels and precepts, so also concerning the custodians of another region who preserve us from the incursions of evil interlopers lest they enter, so a man ought to server his heart, Prov. 2[:11]: “Counsel shall keep you.” Wherefore also Eliachim the priest, against Holofernes, commanded the children of Israel that they watch the narrows of the mountains through which he could make his transit to Jerusalem, Judith [4:5-6]. But just as we see that the princes of the earth entrust their commandments to all, but their counsels only to a few of their conclave, so Christ beyond the common precepts which he gives to all, so certain counsels to a few, concerning whom, Prov. 12[:20]: “Joy follows them that take counsels of peace.” And concerning which counsels, some regard the coherence of the flesh, [1] Cor. 7[:25]: “Concerning virgins, I have no commandment of the Lord,” etc.
� Bonaventure, Diaetae salutis 6.2 (8:308b): Nunc de consilio specialiter nota tria, scilicet quæ sunt in consilio necessaria, quos sunt in consilio laudabilia, et quae sit consiliorum differentia. Primo ergo dicendum est quse sunt in consilio necessaria. Et nota, quod in consilio quatuor sunt necessario observanda, scilicct expcdiens, facile, certum et securum. ... Propter omnia illa, dicitur in Proverbiis: Erit salus, ubi multa consilia.





�  Bonaventure, Diaetae salutis 6.2 (8:308b-309a): Primo igitur est valde laudabile, scilicet consilium in omnibus libenter requirerc. Ideo dicitur in Tobia: Consilium semper a sapiente require. Secundo in consilio est laudabile consiliarium bonum eligere. ... unde dicitur in Ecclesiasticox: Cor boni consilii statue tecum. ... Quarto eligendus est senex et expertus, ut dicitur in Ecclesiastico8: Quam speciosa veteranis sapientia; ... ideo Roboam pro magna parte amisit regnum suum, quia, relicto consilio seniorum, adhassit consilio juvenum, ut dicitur in tertio Regum.





� Isidore, Etymologiae 7.2.34 (PL 82.266): Angelus dicitur propter annuntiationem paternae, ac suae voluntatis. Unde, et apud prophetam magni consilii angelus legitur, dum sit Deus, et Dominus angelorum.





� Gregory, Registrum 1.34 (PL 77.488): Nullus tibi fidelior esse ad consilium potest, quam qui non tua, sed te diligit.








