71 Sympathy (Compassio)

Our sympathy ought to be toward three: for helping, for correcting, for encouraging.

Concerning the first, [1] Kings 11[:6-15], Saul was moved by sympathy, after the army was collected, he struck the Ammonites and liberated the men of Jabes Galaad. Thus, the faithful one ought to help as much as possible their neighbors beset corporally or spiritually. 
¶ And certainly the cruel die miserably. The example, according to the Philosopher, Super anima, c. 4,
 one wants in old age, when fame dies, when his snout grows beyond his mouth, what he believes to draw near for him because of the old cruelty.

¶ Concerning the second, Gen. 42[:24], Joseph felt pity for his brothers, however, he wanted tribulations for them so that thus he might correct them.
¶ Concerning the third, Augustine, Epistle 61, To the Church of the Italians,
 with one member suffering, the other members have a sympathy, not through a communion of misfortune, but through a sympathy of charity. Because of which [1] Pet. 3[:8] says, “In fine, be all of one mind ... being lovers of the brotherhood.” Rom. 12[:4], therefore, God made “in one body many diverse members,” and they are ordered to diverse things, so that if one member suffers anything, also all the members suffer and there it is adopted that we are members of Christ. Therefore, if there is a member of this body suffering, and another member does not suffer along, it is a sign of a dying off.
¶ The Philosopher says
 that when a sheep sees its companion to be weak, it puts itself in the heat of the sun so as to make a shadow for cooling the weak sheep, thus the faithful spiritually ought to do for each other, just as Job 30[:25], did, “I wept heretofore for him that was afflicted, and my soul had compassion on the poor.” Where Gregory says, Moralia, book 30,
 bestowing exterior things offers something outside of oneself, but he who gives tears and sympathy to his neighbor has given to him something of himself.

¶ Therefore, since of the poor and the wretched is the kingdom of heaven, Matt. 5[:3], if one is not compassionate to them, he will not reign with them, Rom. 8[:17]: “If we suffer with him,” we may reign with him, “that we may be also glorified with him.”
� Aristotle, On the Soul, 1.4, 408b18-31 (Barnes 1:651): The case of mind is different; it seems to be an independent substance implanted within the soul and to be incapable of being destroyed. If it could be destroyed at all, it would be under the blunting influence of old age. What really happens in respect of mind in old age is, however, exactly parallel to what happens in the case of the sense organs; if the old man could recover the proper kind of eye, he would see just as well as the young man. The incapacity of old age is due to an affection not of the soul but of its vehicle, as occurs in drunkenness or disease. Thus it is that in old age the activity of mind or intellectual apprehension declines only through the decay of some other inward part; mind itself is impassible. Thinking, loving, and hating are affections not of mind, but of that which has mind, so far as it has it. That is why, when this vehicle decays, memory and love cease; they were activities not of mind, but of the composite which has perished; mind is, no doubt, something more divine and impassible. That the soul cannot be moved is therefore clear from what we have said, and if it cannot be moved at all, manifestly it cannot be moved by itself.





� Augustine, Epistola 99, 2 (PL 33.365): Nescio quo enim modo minus fit quod patitur unum membrum, si compatiuntur alia membra (I Cor. XII, 26). Nec ipsa mali relevatio fit per communionem cladis, sed per solatium charitatis.





� Aristotle, History of Animals, 8.10, 596a31-596b2 (Barnes 1:933): Sheep will lose flesh if they be kept overmuch on the move or be subjected to any hardship. In winter time shepherds can easily distinguish the vigorous sheep from the weakly, from the fact that the vigorous sheep are covered with hoar-frost while the weakly ones are quite free of it; the fact being that the weakly ones feeling oppressed with the burden shake themselves and so get rid of it. The flesh of all quadrupeds deteriorates in marshy pastures, and is the better on high grounds.





� Gregory, Moralia 20.34.68 on Job. 30:25 (PL 76.179): Quamvis vera compassio est passioni proximi ex largitate concurrere, nonnunquam tamen, cum exteriora quaeque abunde ad largiendum suppetunt, celerius dantis manus dationem invenit quam animus dolorem.








