64 To Think (Cogitare)

According to Isidore, De summo bono, book 2,
 we fail not only in deeds, but also in thoughts if we delight in them occurring to us illicitly. And just like the children of the viper kill the mother, so our thoughts kill us. Wherefore, James 1[:14-15]: “But every man is tempted by his own concupiscence, being drawn away and allured. Then when concupiscence has conceived, it brings forth sin,” etc. This is evident from the concupiscence of Amnon on his sister, [2] Kings 13[:1].

Again, Isidore, as above,
 wicked thoughts beget delight. Delight, consent. Consent, action. Action, frequent use and habit. Habit, necessity. Necessity, maintenance of a right. Maintenance of a right, desperation. So that thus man as if by a certain chain is held fastened. Augustine says almost the same, book 8, Confessions.
 Wherefore, Gen. 6[:5-6]: “And God seeing that all the thought of their heart was bent upon evil. It repented him that he had made man.” Nor is it any wonder, because Isai. 55[:9] said, “As the heavens are exalted above the earth, so are my thoughts above your thoughts.” But the heavens do not receive the foreign passions, nor against this uncleanness, but the earth collects, both of itself and of arriving passions, thus our thoughts.
Therefore, just as the heavens are perpetual, in truth the earth is mutable. Thus, the thoughts of God are stable, ours mutable, because of which it is said in Prov. 15[:5]: “The devices of the wicked shall be rooted out.” For unless the gardener eradicates harmful plants from the garden, the garden will not be purged, because if only the surface were scraped away, they would grow back again. So also concerning our thoughts. According to the laws,
 a dedicated church loses its consecration if it is contaminated internally, particularly if it is defiled by semen or blood. Thus, a person should rather be stained by what is internal to him, than what is external to him, Wis. 1[:3]: “Perverse thoughts separate from God.” Chrysostom, homily 21, Super Matthaeum,
 that in the way a body taking in pure air will be healthy, thus the mind is wiser by lingering in good thoughts. Just as on the other hand we see that the eye being agitated in smoke tears up, so in fine air it performs more acutely, thus it is with the soul. Wherefore, Augustine, Epistle, ten,
 it cannot be that one has bad deeds who has good thoughts, because the deeds proceed from the thought.

¶ For example, whatever happens through the provinces emanates from the palace of the emperor, thus what happens through the members proceeds from the sending out of the thought. Valerius narrates, book 8,
 that Thales of Miletus was asked whether the deeds of man lie hidden from the gods. No, not even their thoughts, he said. Wherefore also holy men did everything judging they would be in the sight of God. Wherefore, Elias said, [3] Kings 17[:1]: “As the Lord lives, in whose sight I stand.” Psal. [18:15]: “The meditation of my heart always in your sight.” Here man sees his own thoughts, but in the future, he will see the thoughts of others.
¶ Note that to think of a sin is not a sin absolutely speaking, but to be delighted in a shameful manner in thinking or to consent in disgusting delight.

¶ Example, to see a disgusting thing does not make a man disgusting, but to touch and dwell on disgusting things.
¶ Again, an artificial example, to touch a burning ember and quickly put it down does not burn, but if he lets it rest in his hand, thus a lingering thought makes a man captive.

¶ Example, one captured by the hair, that is, a thought firmly held, 2 Kings 18[:9], Absolon hanging from the oak tree by his locks was killed.

¶ Again, the heat of a candle, although it does not consume the wall, nevertheless blackens it, Lam. 4[:8]: “Their face is now made blacker than coals.”
¶ Who would rather prefer to carry liquid in a sieve if bran were mixed in, Eccli. 27[:5]: “As when one sifts with a sieve, the dust will remain: so, will the perplexity of a man in his thoughts.” We ought to resist the first motions lest they increase in power, because a guest is more difficult to be thrown out than not to be admitted.
¶ For according to the meter:
 The foe hurts none of those he tempts, but him who soon obeys. A lion is he if you yield, else like a fly flees. Therefore, it is said in Psal. [100:8]: “In the morning,” that is, in first rising, “I put to death all the wicked of the land,” that is, the evil thoughts.
¶ Example in nature
 and in the art. The Pygmies in India destroy the eggs of the cranes in their nests, nor do the cranes prevail against them.
Example for this in the fables of Aesop,
 a bitch mutually received from another bitch her doghouse until she had given birth. After the birth she excused herself until the litter matured. Finally, when the dogs were adults, she resisted her strongly. So, it is concerning a thought if it prevails.
Therefore, hinder beginnings, at a late hour the medicine is prepared when evils through lengthy delays have grown strong. If the minor things are not strongly rooted out, they will introduce greater things. For instance, when little thieves enter through chinks and windows, so that thus through them they introduce the greater thieves after the doors are opened.
Concerning thoughts, see more above, chapter [47] Hair (Capillus).

� Isidore, Sententiarum 2.224 cap. 25.3-4 (PL 83.626): Non enim solum factis, sed et cogitationibus delinquimus, si eis illicite occurrentibus delectemur. Sicut vipera a filiis in utero positis lacerata perimitur, ita nos cogitationes nostrae intra nos enutritae occidunt.





� Isidore, Sententiarum 2.224 cap. 25.2 (PL 83.626): Prius autem actio resecanda est, postea cogitatio; prius prava opera, postmodum desideria. Vicissim autem et a cogitatione opera procedunt, et ab opere cogitatio nascitur, quamvis etsi ab opere malo quisque vacet, pro solius tamen pravae cogitationis malitia non erit innocens.





� Augustine, Confessionum 8.5.20 (PL 32.753): Cui rei ego suspirabam ligatus, non ferro alieno, sed mea ferrea voluntate. Velle meum tenebat inimicus, et inde mihi catenam fecerat, et constrinxerat me. Quippe ex voluntate perversa, facta est libido: et dum servitur libidini, facta est consuetudo; et dum consuetudini non resistitur, facta est necessitas. Quibus quasi ansulis sibimet innexis, unde catenam appellavi, tenebat me obstrictum dura servitus. Cf. Cognitio Vitae 47 (PL 40.1031): Ad hoc summum bonum justi quadam catena trahuntur, quae de virtutibus hoc modo connectitur. In primis fides animam quasi quidam circulus complectitur, fidei spes annectitur, spes dilectione tenetur, dilectio operatione expletur, operatio intentione in summum bonum trahitur, intentio [Col.1032] boni perseverantia clauditur, perseverantiae Deus fons omnium bonorum dabitur.





� Decretales, X.3.40.4; Bernard of Parma, Glossa ordinaria on X.3.40.4 Reconciliari (col. 1360): pro sanguinis effusione, & pro adulterio, debet tantum reconciliari .... Sed illud intelligitur secundum hoc, quod sanguinis effusione ves seminis pollutione non consecratur. Per quem debet fieri haec reconciliatio, dicitur infra....





� John Chrysostom, In Matthaeum homiliae Homilia 2 ex cap. 1:5 (PG 57:29): Annon vides corporis oculos, dum in fumo versantur, lacrymas semper fundere, cum autem in puro aere, in prato, in fontibus, in bhortis, et perspicaciores et saniores esse? Tales est et animae oculus: sin in prato spiritualium eloquiorum pascatur, purus, clarus et perspicax erit....





Cf. Anniano interprete, Homelia 2 ex cap. 1:5. (Venice, 1503, 4:10(6r): Sicut enim corpus quod aeris puritate perfuitur: maior sanitatis gaudet vigore: sic fit profecto etiam anima sapientior: quae tali meditatione nutritur. Nonne vides etiam corporis oculos cum in fumo forte remorantur lachrymas semper effundere.





� Augustine, Enarrationes in Psalmos Psal. 148:1, cap. 2 (PL 37.1938): Non potest autem fieri ut habeat mala facta, qui habet bonas cogitationes. Facta enim de cogitatione procedunt.





� Valerius Maximus, Facta et Dicta Memorabilia 7.2.ext. 8 (LCL 493:120): Mirifice etiam Thales: nam interrogatus an facta hominum deos fallerent ‘ne<c> cogitata’ inquit, ut non solum manus sed etiam mentes puras habere vellemus, cum secretis cogitationibus nostris caeleste numen adesse credidissemus.





A wonderful saying too, this of Thales. Asked whether men’s actions went unnoticed by the gods, he said: “No, not even their thoughts.” He meant that we should try to keep not only our hands clean but our minds as well, and believe that a divine power is present at our secret cogitations.





� Fasciculus Morum: 1.3.23-24 (Wenzel, p. 40): Hostis non ledit nisi cum temptatus obedit. / Est leo si cedit; si non, quasi musca recedit.





� Pliny the Elder, Naturalis Histori 7.2.26 (LCL 352:522-525): super hos extrema in parte montium Trispithami Pygmaeique narrantur, ternas spithamas longitudine, hoc est ternos dodrantes, non excedentes, salubri caelo semperque vernante montibus ab aquilone oppositis, quos a gruibus infestari Homerus quoque prodidit. fama est insidentes arietum caprarumque dorsis armatos sagittis veris tempore universo agmine ad mare descendere et ova pullosque earum alitum consumere; ternis expeditionem eam mensibus confici; aliter futuris gregibus non resisti. casas eorum luto pinnisque et ovorum putaminibus construi.





Beyond these in the most outlying mountain region we are told of the Three-span men and Pygmies, who do not exceed three spans, i.e. twenty-seven inches, in height; the climate is healthy and always spring-like, as it is protected on the north by a range of mountains; this tribe Homera has also recorded as being beset by cranes It is reported that in springtime their entire band, mounted on the backs of rams and she-goats and armed with arrows, goes in a body down to the sea and eats the cranes’ eggs and chickens, and that this outing occupies three months; and that otherwise they could not protect themselves against the flocks of cranes that would grow up





Cf. Book 10.30.58 (LCL 353:329): Indutias habet gens Pygmaea abscessu gruum, ut diximus, cum iis dimicantium.





Cranes are continuously at war with the race of Pygmies; hostilities cease only when the cranes leave.





� Aesop's Fables, translated by Laura Gibbs (2002)116. THE MOTHER DOG AND HER PUPPIES Perry 480 (Phaedrus 1.19): A dog who was about to give birth to puppies asked another dog if she could deliver the litter in her kennel. The owner of the kennel agreed. Later on, when the owner asked for her house back, the mother dog begged her to let her stay just a little while longer, until her puppies were strong enough to follow her. When this new deadline had passed, the owner of the kennel began to assert her claim more forcefully, but the mother dog retorted, 'If you think you are a match for me and all my brood, then come and get it!'





