61 To Close (Claudere)

It is read that the closure of the kingdom is fourfold. For something can be universal, but not perpetual, which happened to man. Add sin and it lasted up to Christ, Luke 11[:7]: “The door is now shut, and my children are with me.”  

In another it is universal and perpetual, namely, the future through the ultimate judgment and will last from the day of judgment into eternity, Matt. 25[:10]: “The door was shut.”

The third is the door. It is particular, not perpetual, which one makes for himself through his own fault. But it can be opened through repentance, Matt. 23[:13]: “Woe to you scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites; because you shut the kingdom of heaven against men.”
The fourth is perpetual and perpetual, which thus happens to whomever at the end is impenitent, just as the kingdom is closed to the rich man feasting, Luke 16[:19].

For opening the first closure, the keys are given only to Christ, Isai. 22[:22]: “I will lay the key of the house of David upon his shoulder.” For opening the second and fourth closure, it is given to no one, but for opening the third, it is given to Peter, Matt. 16[:19], to whom “I will give the keys of the kingdom of heaven.”
