59 Key (Clauis)
Augustine on this, book 4, chapter 11, De doctrina christiana,
 it is one of the distinctive features of good intellects not to love words, but the truth in words. For of what service is a golden key, if it cannot open what we want it to open? Or what objection is there to a wooden one if it can?
Wherefore, note that a key is kept differently in time of war and differently in a time of peace. For in a time of war a key is handed over to a sober man for keeping, but in a time of peace to a man mild and talkative. Thus, in that time, when there was as if a war and dissension between God and man because of sin, the key of paradise was handed over to the armed cherubim, Gen. 3[:24]. But afterwards, Christ said to Peter, Matt. 16[:19]: “I will give to you the keys of the kingdom of heaven.” This was first proven, Isai. 22[:22]: “I will lay the key of the house of David upon his shoulder,” etc. Therefore, it is said, “upon his shoulder,” so that it may be evident to all and it not be hidden, just as the cellarer hides a key.
� Augustine, De doctrina christiana 4.11.26 (PL 34.100): bonorumque ingeniorum insignis est indoles, in verbis verum amare, non verba. Quid enim prodest clavis aurea, si aperire quod volumus non potest? Aut quid obest lignea, si hoc potest? quando nihil quaerimus nisi patere quod clausum est.





