47 Hair (Capillus)

Sometimes hair is a sign of thought, sometimes of riches or an abundance of sins.

Concerning the first, according to the Philosopher,
 hairs are generated out of some smoke leading out of the heart and according to the color of the smoke the hairs are colored. Just as it is concerning our thoughts, because from a filthy heart proceed filthy thoughts.

¶ In figure of this Salomon said of Adonias, 3 Reg. 1[:52]: “If he be a good man, there shall not so much as one hair of his head fall to the ground,” that is, his thoughts shall not fall on an earthly matter. In figure it is read in Lev. 13[:10] that the priest of the law through subtlety of the hairs had to judge concerning leprosy, thus now through subtlety of thoughts the quality of sin ought to be recognized. Can. 4[:1]: “Your hair is as flocks of goats.” For just as in a flock of goats, there is stench, so in the impure thoughts; and because Christ never had such thoughts. Therefore, his hairs are described as white as wool, in Dan. 7[:9] and Apo. 1[:14]. If therefore we wish to have clean thoughts, we should promote them with bitter penance. Just as women make sharp lye out of the ashes for cleaning pans, so did the Magdalene, Luc. 12[:7], your hairs “are numbered.” However, these clean thoughts ought to be the greatest in the service of Christ. Therefore, also in Lev. [14:9] it is said that the Levites had to have shaved hair, that is, unclean thoughts cut away, as if without the pain of injuring. Just as Gregory explains, book 5, Moralia, on that of Job 4[:15]:
 “The hair of my flesh stood up.”
Second, hair is born of superfluous humor, Jer. 7[:29]: “Cut off your hair and cast it away: and take up a lamentation” for your hair; more will grow back more eagerly, thus riches distributed to the honor of God. But Absalom, having too much hair, because he very rarely cut it, perished, 2 Reg. 18[:9], through it. But Joseph, [Gen.] 41[:14] before he would appear before the king, he was shaved. Therefore, certain of the matter, he was accepted and put in charge over the earth, thus it will be for us spiritually.
¶ Bede says,
 he who has abundant hair commonly has an unclean head, thus one abounding in riches has an unclean mind. Because of this, men of the church cut their hair. According to Isidore, when the hair on the mane of a mare is cut, she is rendered more chaste, book 4, Etymologies.
 Thus, when the abundance of riches is cut away, one lives more chastely. In figure of this, Lev. 13 [:40]: “The man whose hair falls off from his head, he is bald and clean.” Often one is immune from many vices in which the rich are implicated. It is commonly said when the hair falls from a man, it is because he is loved. But he does not know thus when the virtuous temporal matters are absent, whether he will be loved by God. And some hair, if it is composed orderly, confers comeliness, but disordered it impedes his sight and impedes doing battle.
� Aristotle, History of Animals, 3.11, 518a6-18 (Barnes 1:822): The hair changes its colour as animals grow old, and in man it turns white or grey. With animals, in general, the change takes place, but not very obviously, or not so obviously as in the case of the horse. Hair turns grey from the point backwards to the roots. But, in the majority of cases, grey hairs are white from the beginning; and this is a proof that greyness of hair does not, as some believe to be the case, imply withering or decrepitude, for no part is brought into existence in a withered or decrepit condition.  





Cf. On Colours 6, 797a31-799b19 (Barnes 1:1226-1228).





� Gregory, Moralia 5.33.59 (PL 75.711): Pili etenim carnis sunt quaelibet superflua humanae corruptionis. Pili carnis sunt vitae veteris cogitationes, quas sic a mente incidimus, ut de amissione earum nullo dolore fatigemur.





� Bede, In Esdram et Nehemiam Prophetas Allegorica Expositio, 2.12 (PL 91:875): Et capillus, inquit, de capite vestro non peribit, quia nimirum omnes sanctorum cogitatus aeterna apud Dominum sunt memoria digni. At vero peccator, ut mundari possit ab iniquitatibus suis, reprobas necesse est a se cogitationes, origines videlicet et fomites malorum operum, abjiciat. Unde leprosus in Levitico cum recepisset sanitatem, inter alias purificandi caeremonias, etiam omnes pilos suae carnis eradere praecipitur, ut sic expiatus hostiis castra mereretur ingredi (Levit. XIV). Quia tunc demum a vitiorum foeditate perfecte mundamur, cum non solum actus, sed et cogitatus a nobis noxios expellere satagimus. Barba quoque, quae virilis sexus et aetatis index est, in significatione virtutis poni solet. Scidit pallium et tunicam pontifex, ut populum quem regebat, minus perfecta habere opera designaret, et quem sua soliditate necesse esset discindi per poenitentiam, atque in meliorem habitum renovari. Evellit pilos capitis, ut eidem populo intimaret cogitationes nequam suo de corde exstirpandas, ac renascendis utilibus locum esse dandum. Evellit et pilos barbae, ut in ipsis etiam, quas habere videbantur, virtutibus humiliarentur, et parva haec aut nulla in examine interni arbitri esse meminissent, quae vitiis esse permista clarescebat.





� Isidore, perhaps Pliny the Elder, Natural History 10.83 (LCL 353:406-407): equarum iubas tondere praecipiunt ut asinorum coitum patiantur humilitate, comantes enim gloria superbire.





To make a mare willing to mate with an ass, her mane must first be clipped; a mare with a long mane is too proud and high-spirited.








