46 Dog (Canis)

The dog is said to be the sinner, because if he is outside the society of men, is made rabid and mad, and because he returns to his vomit, Prov. 26[:11]: “As a dog that returns to his vomit, so is the fool that repeats his folly,” Apo. 22[:15]: “Without are dogs, and sorcerers,” etc.
¶ David, pitted against Goliath, came to him, like to a dog, 1 Reg. 17[:43].

¶ Again, according to the Philosopher,
 in the ascent of the dog-star the fish in the sea die. Thus, with authority ascending to its grandeur the poor are oppressed. Therefore, the Psal. [21:21] asks, “Deliver, O God, my soul from the sword; my only one from the hand of the dog.” Solinus
 says that when a dog touches the shadow of a hyena, immediately it loses its voice, thus the detractor in absence of the man rages against him, in his presence he is silent.
¶ Whereby Augustine, in the book, De quantitate anime,
 says that one dog recognized his master after 10 years.

� Aristotle, History of Animals 8.15, 600a3-600a8 (Barnes 1:937-938): We are led also to infer that fishes hide in summer from the circumstance that the takes of certain fish are made between the rise and setting of certain constellations: of the Dog-star in particular, the sea at this period being upturned from the lower depths. This phenomenon may be observed to best advantage in the Bosporus; for the mud is there brought up to the surface and the fish are brought up along with it.





� Solinus, Collectanea 27.24 (Mommsen p. 121): qui forte si venantes umbram eius dum sequuntur contigerint, latiare nequeunt voce perdita.





Cf. The Bestiary: A Book of Beasts being a translation from a Latin Bestiary of the Twelfth Century, ed. T. H. White (New York: Capricorn Books, 1954 [1960]), p. 31: Solinus relates many wonders about [the hyena]. ... And if by chance the sporting dogs should cross its shadow while they are hunting it, they lose their voices and cannot give tongue. 





� Augustine, De quantitate animae 26.50 (PL 32.1064): Sciebat enim, ut opinor, dominum suum canis, quem post viginti annos recognovisse perhibetur (Odyss. ρ, 291 sqq.), ut taceam de caeteris innumerabilibus.








