44 A Good Man (Bonus homo)

Seneca, Ad Lucilium, Epistula 118,
 all that goes to make you a good man lies within yourself. And just as someone wishes to judge a good horse, he does not judge according to appearance, but according to that which he has inside him. Thus, it ought to be judged about a man. Wherefore Cicero, book 3, De officiis,
 that one is good who produces and harms no one, unless he is fatigued with injuries. Wherefore, Augustine, book 4, De civitate,
 even if he serves himself, he is free; the evil man however even if he reigns, he is a servant; and as a servant of many dominions, just so many vices. Wherefore, Aristotle says, in the second book of the Rhetoric,
 that youth are sympathetic because all repute them good because of their innocence. But old men are doubtful and suspicious, either because of their own evils or because of their experience of the evils of others.

¶ To this speaks Seneca,
 there is no doubt that one lives badly who of others does not suspect the good. And Chrysostom, Homely 55,
 the man of God, although he were good, however, always has something of evil in him according to the flesh, as if a man who, however, does not know God can have nothing of good in himself, wherefore the evil man is not said to be a wolf, as a wolf, but because he has nothing of good in himself. Wherefore, Chrysostom says, in the first Homily,
 that good men are as useful to the world, as the marrow in a tree is sound and flourishes. Thus, if there are faithful men, the world stands, just as with the Israelites going out of Egypt, the latter were exterminated. Thus, in the world when they rightly grow dry, the good fall.
� Seneca, Epistula 80.3 (LCL 76:214): Quidquid facere te potest bonum tecum est.





All that goes to make you a good man lies within yourself.





� Cicero, De officiis 3.64 (LCL 30:334): sive vir bonus est is, qui prodest quibus potest, nocet nemini,





if he only is a good man who helps all he can, and harms no one





� Augustine, De civitate Dei 4.3 (PL 41.114): Proinde bonus etiamsi serviat, liber est: malus autem etiamsi regnet, servus est; nec unius hominis, sed quod est gravius, tot dominorum, quot vitiorum.





� Aristotle, Rhetoric 2.12-13, 1389a3-1390a23 (Barnes, 2:2213-2215).





� Seneca, perhaps Pseudo-Chrysostom, Opus imfectum ad Matthaeum, Homilia 5 ex cap. 4.5 (PG 56:666): Nam sicut difficile aliquem suspicatur malum, qui ipse est bonum: sic difficile aliquem suspicatur bonum, qui ipse est malus.





� Pseudo-Chrysostom, Opus imperfectum ad Matthaeum 10:16 Homilia 24 (PG 56:757): illos autem non quasi lupos, sed lupos. Si enim istos propter solam causam mansuetudinis oves ... sed ad plenum lupus... tamen semper habet in se aliquid mali secundum carnem, quasi homo et ovis quidem dicitur. ... Quia autem Deum non cognoscit, nihil in se boni potest habere, propterea lupus, non quasi lupus, quia nihil boni habet in se.





� Pseudo-Chrysostom, Opus imperfectum ad Matthaeum 1:1 Homilia 1 (PG 56:614): Medulla enim hujus mundi sunt homines sancti. Sicut enim medulla quamdiu in arbore fuerit sana, semper floret. ... et sic quamdiu sunt fideles, state iste mundus. Nam sicut egredientibus Israelitis de Aegypto, exterminata est Aegyptus.





