38 Staff (Baculus)

A staff is effective for two purposes: for the support of the weak and the expelling of injurious elements.
¶ For the first, it is understood that just as a grapevine falls to the earth and its fruit rots unless it is supported by a stick.
 So also the weak sinner unless he is helped by the staff of the cross, Psal. [22:4]: “Your rod and your staff, they have comforted me.” 
For the second, Isidore says
 that a club put between a man and a wolf puts the wolf to flight. So also, the cross of Christ against the devil, the figure for this is in 1 Kings 17[:40-43], David with his staff conquered Goliath.
¶ Again, the sons of Israel according to the commandment had to have a staff in their hand in parting from Egypt, Exod. 12[:11]. 
¶ Again, Christ going through the world used a staff, that is, the cross, Gen. 32[:10]: “With my staff,” on the cross, “I passed over this Jordan,” that is, the world. For the Jordan is interpreted as the descent of those who in the world more descend than ascend
 and are now with the Lord as the crook of the king, namely, of men and angels. 
¶ Therefore it is here noted that they who recently rose from a sick bed
 need a crutch until they fully recover. So also, we who are always weak need a cross and penance until we are perfected in glory. The figure for this is at 1 Reg. 17[:40], David “took his staff.”
� Isidore, Etymologiae 13.1 (PL 82:724): Baculus, a Baccho repertore vitis fertur inventus, quo homines moti vino inniterentur. Sicut autem a Baccho baculus, ita a baculo bacillus per diminutionem.





� Isidore, cf. Johannes Damascenus, De fide orthodoxa 84.3 (ed. E.M. Buytaert, pp. 301-2, ll. 47-51) Hec infirmorum baculus, pastorum uirga, conuertencium auxilium manuductio, proficiencium perfectio, anime salus et corporis, omnium malorum auersio, omnium bonorum datrix.


Johannes Damascenus, On the orthodox Faith 4.9 This is the resurrection of those lying in death, the support of the standing, the staff of the weak, the rod of the flock, the safe conduct of the earnest, the perfection of those that press forwards, the salvation of soul and body, the aversion of all things evil, the patron of all things good, the taking away of sin, the plant of resurrection, the tree of eternal life.





� Cf. Isidore of Seville, Mysticorum expositiones sacramentorum seu quaestiones in vetus testamentum, In Numeros 41.2 (PL 83.356): Simulque considerandum quod habitatio transeuntium in montibus sita sit, et adhuc profectu indigeat. Post montes enim plurimos ad campestria Moab et Jordanis fluenta descendimus, quae interpretatur descensio. Nihil enim tam periculosum est quam gloriae cupiditas, et jactantia, et animus conscientia virtutum tumescens.





� Cf. Hugh of Pisa, Derivationes B 3 [3] (2:107): Et a baculus hic bacillus-li diminutivum, quod componitur cum in et dicitur imbecillus -a -um, et hic et hec imbecillis et hoc -le eodem sensu, idest sine baculo idest sustentamento virium, idest debilis, fragilis, unde imbecillo -as -are, id est debilitare, verbum activum, et inde verbalia.





